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TEENS MUST STAY IN SCHOOL TO KEEP DRIVER’S LICENSE 
 

Beginning July 1st, teens under the age of 18 must be enrolled in public or private school 
or an approved home school program and have an attendance record in good standing or have 
received their diploma or GED to apply or keep an instructional permit or driver’s license.  
Previously, teens with their parents’ permission to withdraw from school could obtain and keep a 
license. 

 
With the passage of House Bill 1190 during the last Legislative Session, no one under the 

age of 18 will be allowed to apply for an instructional permit or drivers license unless they 
present: 

• A Certificate of attendance from a public or private school or state approved 
home school program 

• Proof of high school diploma 
• GED diploma 
• Special diploma or certificate of high school completion 
• Proof of enrollment in post secondary school 

 
A school suspension will also affect driver’s license status.  The instructional permit or 

driver’s license will be suspended for one full year or until the student reaches the age of 18 for 
the following: 

 
• Student drops out of school without graduating and remains out of school for 10 

consecutive days 
• Has 10 school days of unexcused absences in a semester or two consecutive 

quarters (not 10 consecutive days) 
• Is suspended from school for: 

 Threatening, striking or harming a teacher or school official 
 Possession or sale of alcohol or drugs on school property 
 Possession or use of weapon on school property 
 Any sexual offense 
 Causing substantial hard or bodily injury or seriously disfiguring 

another person including another student  
• There is no longer a provision to reinstate an instructional permit or driver’s 

license if the student returns to school. 



• A suspended student may apply for a hardship permit within 10 days of the 
suspension. The DMVS will consider each circumstance on a case-by-case basis 
and make a determination within 30 days. 

 
Teens are required to schedule a mandatory appointment for the on-the-road test several 

months in advance.  There may be teens and parents who are expecting to sign an authorization 
to withdraw from school and are unaware that they no longer will be able to do this. 

 
Students must be enrolled in a state approved home school program and need to contact 

their County Board of Education who will validate their attendance.  Only a DMVS Certificate 
of Attendance will be accepted at the driver’s license facilities.  Students and school 
administrators can download the Certificate (form DS-1) at www.dmvs.ga.gov.   
 
 The DMVS customer service telephone number is (678) 413-8400.  To make a 
reservation for an on-the-road test, call (678) 413-8500, Select Option 3, or call  
(866) 754-3687 (if dialing from outside Atlanta). 
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